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2 Cor. 5:17, Therefore, if Dear First Southern family and friends,
anyone is in Christ, the new
creation has come: Theold There is an old story about a man who was somehow able to join the Emperor of China’s

has gone. (ESV) orchestra, even though he could not play a note. Whenever the orchestra played, he would

i hold his flute against his lips, not daring even to blow softly, for fear he might cause discord.
For his membership in the orchestra, he received a modest salary and was able to live
comfortably.

;Niu“a.zs;s:'.;u;'; However, one day, the emperor decided that he wanted to hear each musician play a solo
R for him. The flautist became desperate. He tried to take quick professional lessons, but to no
avail.

It seems this man had no natural ability and no ear for music. He pretended to be sick, but the Royal Physician who attended
him knew better, and reported to the emperor, that he was indeed well enough to play.

On the day appointed for his solo appearance, the debunked musician took poison, and died because he was “unwilling to
face the music.”

The New Year always gives us a chance to “face the music” in our lives. It is a time when we reflect on the prior year to see
those things we did well, and those things that need improvement. It is a time for us to look back at our calendar from the
year before and see how we invested our time. It is a time for us to look back at our bank account and see how we invested
our resources. It is a time for us to look at our faith to see if we have grown or if we have lost ground in our spiritual lives.
continued

But rather than “drinking in the poison of complacency,” let’'s commit ourselves to doing better. Let’s commit to making sure
we make the best of the time we have been given. Let’s invest our resources in those things that are eternal. And let’s make
this the greatest year of spiritual growth we have ever experienced.

These things will not happen by accident. We must be intentional. Block off time on your calendar to spend with family.
Make sure that each month, the first investment you make is in the Kingdom of God. Have a daily Bible reading and prayer
time. And make sure that you make attending church services your highest priority.

“Face the music”, we are the instruments of God. Let’s all “make beautiful music” for our King this year.

May our Father bless you as we begin this New Year. Itis a joy to serve our Lord with you.

Pastor ‘Doug

At First Southern Baptist Church, we are committed to Exalting God’s Grace, Growing God’s
People, Reaching God’s World, Preaching God’s Word, and Modeling God’s Love.

Service Times
Sunday School Hour........ 9:30 - 10:30 am
Worship Service.....10:45 - 12 noon
Wednesday Night Prayer.....6:30 — 7:30 am




SCRIPTURES TO GUIDE YOU AS WE BEGIN A NEw YEAR 2024

b d ! Whether your 2023 was one packed with excitement and joy or
ot + a year of struggles and sorrow, entering a new year brings with
SC“P ures 1o it hope for the future. It doesn’t matter what’s going on in your

. life right now — as you step into a new year, you can hold onto
G U“O(e You as We Emmanuel, our “God with us.” The year may be changing, it
Begin a New may seem like the world is shifting, but God doesn’t change.

Year 2024 Of course, as we move into 2024, it offers a fresh start for us.
While many people make resolutions for their new year — and

~ there’s nothing wrong with that — statistics show that most

B resolutions get abandoned after just a few weeks. They don’t
last. But whether you decide to come up with resolutions or
goals for yourself in the coming year, the most important thing is
to determine to move into a new year closer to God and with

renewed purpose.

Although the Bible doesn’t specifically say much about celebrating a new year, there’s plenty of wisdom we
can draw from its pages as we leave 2023 in the past and move forward into 2024. Whether you’re spending
some time looking back on the past year, worrying about the future, or trying to let go of what’s behind you,
we’ve put together some helpful verses that will guide you, encourage you, and help you step forward into the
new year with faith.

Looking Back on God’s Grace in 2023

Whether you’'ve had good times, trials and tribulations, or a sprinkling of both in 2023, God is faithful. And if
you spend some time looking back on the past year of your life, you'll see that He’s been there with you; he’s
been working in your life, even when you didn’t realize it. While it's never a good idea to get lost in our past, as
you move ahead into 2024, it's a good idea to look back on God’s incredible grace, and here are a few verses
that remind us of this.

e “Give thanks unto the Lord, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the people.” (1
Chronicles 16:8)

o “Seek the Lord and his strength, seek his face continually. Remember his marvelous works that
he hath done, his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth.” (1 Chronicles 16:11-12)

e “Nevertheless the Lord thy God would not hearken unto Balaam; but the Lord thy God turned the
curse into a blessing unto thee, because the Lord thy God loved thee.” (Deuteronomy 23:5)

e ‘Itis of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are
new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. The Lord is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will |
hope in him. The Lord is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him.”
(Lamentations 3:22-25)

o “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights,
with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” (James 1:17)

After you read through these verses, take a moment to think about the marvelous works God has already done
for you in the past. Consider how he has turned curses into blesses. Meditate on His faithfulness to you in the
past year. Give thanks for what God has already done for you, so you move into 2024 with thanksgiving and a
heart of praise for what’s already been done in your life. He’s been faithful!


https://www.bible-knowledge.com/seek-the-lord/

Leaving the Past in the Past and Focusing on God’s Future Plans

Reflecting on the past is good. It gives us time to think about God has worked in our lives. But there are always
things that we would rather leave in the past — things we should leave in the past in order to move forward.
The Scriptures remind us in several places that it's important to leave the past behind, stop holding onto it, and
move forward boldly into our future. And the following Bible verses can help us focus our minds on leaving the
past and the past, moving forward, and focusing on God’s future plans for our lives.

e “lam crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which |
now life in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”
(Galatians 2:20)

e “‘Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old. Behold, | will do a new
thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? | will even make a way in the wilderness, and
rivers in the desert.” (Isaiah 43:18-19)

e “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new.” 2 Corinthians 5:17

e “A man’s heart deviseth his way: but the Lord directeth his steps.” (Proverbs 16:9)

e “Brethren, | count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, | press toward the mark
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:13-14)

o “For | know the thoughts that | think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil,
to give you an expected end. Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and |
will hearken unto you. And ye shall seek me, and find me, when you shall search for me with all
your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:11-13)

Several of these verses talk about old things being passed away and forgetting the things behind us. We don’t
have to live in the past. If it's been a difficult year, we can acknowledge that, praise God for how He’s helped
us through, and then let go and move on. Holding on leads to bitterness. It can lead us to live in the past
instead of moving into the good things God has for us. And then, as we let go, we can focus on God’s plan for
us in the coming year. He promises to bless us, make a way in the wilderness, direct our steps, and that we
shall find Him when we seek with all our hearts.

Don’t Worry About 2024 — You Have Nothing to Fear

Although we don’t know what 2024 will bring, we're reminded repeatedly in the Bible that we don’t need to
worry about anything when we keep our focus on Jesus. God will be with us in the new year. He’ll be our
strength. He’ll guide us. And when we stay close to Him and hold His hand, we have nothing to fear. If you're
feeling apprehensive about a new chapter or you're worried about might what be in store for the new year,
here are a few verses to reflect on that will give you peace.

e “Be careful for nothing: but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

e “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for
he hath said, | will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my
helper, and | will not fear what man shall do unto me.” (Hebrews 13:5-6)

o “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added
unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the
things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” (Matthew 6:33-34)

e “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

e “Fear thou not; for | am with thee: be not dismayed; for | am thy God: | will strengthen thee; yea, |
will help thee; yea, | will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. Behold, all they that
were incensed against thee shall be ashamed and confounded: they shall be as nothing; and they
that strive with thee shall perish. Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not find them, even them that



contended with thee: they that war against thee shall be as nothing, and as a thing of nought. For
I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; | will help thee.” (Isaiah
41:10-13)

e “Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.” (1 Peter 5:7)

God’s promises are comforting, and we know we can count on them. Don’t worry about the future. But instead,
make your requests made known to him, and He’'ll give you His peace for this new year. He’s promised never
to leave us. We’re reminded to take no thought for tomorrow. He’ll direct our paths. He'll strengthen us and
help us. Why? Because He cares for us so greatly. You can stop worrying — God’s got it under control. He’s
not going to let you down in 2024 — He has a plan for you! Rest in that.

Planning is Important but Don’t Forget to Let God Guide You

It is important to plan ahead, and the Bible talks about that in several places. But even if you’re making plans
for the coming year, don'’t forget to let God guide you. Remember, God sees the big picture — He sees his
overall plan. So, plan ahead. Seek God about your future. And then, remember to submit to the plans He has
for your life as He guides you.

“Be thou diligent to know the state of thy flocks, and look well to thy herds. For riches are not for

ever: and doth the crown endure to every generation?” (Proverbs 27:23-24)

o “Wise people think before they act; fools don’t — and even brag about their foolishness.”
(Proverbs 13:16 NLT)

e “For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether
he have sufficient to finish it? Les haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish
it, all that behold it begin to mock him, Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to
finish.” (Luke 14:28-30)

e “For | know the plans | have for you, says the Lord. They are plans for good and not for disaster,
to give you a future and a hope. In those days when you pray, | will listen. If you look for me
wholeheartedly, you will find me.” (Jeremiah 29:11 NLT)

e “Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his will in

all you do, and he will show you which path to take. Don’t be impressed with your own wisdom.

Instead, fear the Lord and turn away from evil. Then you will have healing for your body and

strength for your bones.” (Proverbs 3:5-8 NLT)

Yes, it's important to think, plan, and avoid being foolish about our future. But don’t get so wrapped up in your
own plans that you forget about God’s plans for you. Remember, He says He knows the plans that He has for
you — and they are good plans to give you a future and hope! Don’t just lean on your own understanding but
seek His will and His paths. That’s the key to 2024 that is filled with God’s blessings.

You’ll Only Find Contentment in God in 2024

As you let go of 2023 and begin a new year, it's so essential to remember that you'll only find contentment in
God this year. Many times, we set goals or come up with resolutions based upon things we think will make us
happy. But the truth — only God can make us happy. We’'ll only find the joy we want when we focus on Him,
give Him thanks, and work to draw closer to Him. Peace for this new year will come from God. Happiness will
come from coming to God with praise. As you read the following verses, let your heart overflow with
gratefulness for what God has already done for you. Open your heart to Him and let Him give you His peace
and contentment as you walk into the new year. Meditate on these verses.

e “And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in
weakness. Most gladly therefore will | rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may
rest upon me. Therefore | take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in
persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when | am weak, then am | strong.” (2
Corinthians 12:9-10)


https://www.bible-knowledge.com/fear-of-the-lord/

e “Not that | speak in respect of want: for | have learned, in whatsoever state | am, therewith to be
content. | know both how to be abased, and | know how to abound: every where and in all things |
am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. | can do all
things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” (Philippians 4:11-13)

e “Butthanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my
beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 15:57-58)

e “O sing unto the Lord a new song: sing unto the Lord, all the earth. Sing unto the Lord, bless his
name; shew forth his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the heathen, his
wonders among all people. For the Lord is great, and greatly to be praised: he is to be feared
above all gods.” (Psalm 96:1-3)

e “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his
presence with singing. Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we
ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter into his gates with thanksgiving,
and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name. For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.” (Psalm 100:1-5)

In Conclusion:

Personally, going into the new year is a quiet time for me. One of reflection. While much of the world parties
and drinks in another year, | prefer to pray it in. The promise of a new beginning is wonderful, and while new
beginnings often seem daunting, | want to look forward to a year of blessings based on the promises of God.
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New Year's Eve
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Happy New Year
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Across

6. People ___ and have fun on New
Year's eve

7. There are lots of ___ on New
Year's eve

9. People often make ____ at this
time

10. Many parties include ____

Down
1. The new year is a time for ___

2. It'sa time for

3. You celebrate New Year's at the
stroke of

4. Some people exchange ___on
New Year's day

5. There's usual lots of good ___ on
New Year's eve

8. Some people exchange ___ on

New Year's day
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The Twelve Apostles

§
&)

DIRECTIONS: Find and circle the Apostles names in the grid.

Look for them in all directions including backwards and diagonally.
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ANDREW, BARTHOLOMEW, JAMES, JAMES, JOHN, JUDAS, MATTHEW, PETER, PHILIP, SIMON, THADDEUS, THOMAS

NOT ME, LORD




A.W.A.N.A. every Wednesday evening at 6:00 PM.
Prayer Meeting , Sunday Evenings at 5:00 PM.
Annual Meeting, January 7*

Harmony Home Service, January 21°
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Sundays

5:00 PM Jan. 25th 6:30 PM Ladies Bible Study begins
an e January 22" @ 6:30 PM

NOTE.: See Pastorn Doug lo have any fulune evenls placed inlo the monthly newslelle.

Firat Southenn Baptist Chunch
1101 South Albany St.
Yuma, Co 80759



